
   BUCKSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

6:00 P.M., THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 
BUCKSPORT TOWN OFFICE 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Call meeting to order – The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. by Economic 

Development Committee Chair Mark Eastman. 
 

2. Roll Call – Economic Development Committee: Larry Wahl, Ron Russell, Frank Dunbar, 
Rich Rotella, Mark Eastman, Robert Carmichael, Jr.  Infrastructure Committee: Paul 
Bissonnette, Paul Gauvin, Robert Carmichael, Jr. Also present were Mayor Peter 
Stewart and Councilor Dan Ormsby 
 
Combined Committee Discussion Item: 

3. Whole Oceans TIF   
Town Manager Susan Lessard introduced the TIF discussion and outlined the proposal 
which would have a 21 year life span and encompass the area now owned by Whole 
Oceans. Whole Oceans Attorney Jim Saffian, Pierce Atwood, explained the individual 
elements of the TIF proposal, which is structured to accommodate the fact that the 
business will have no income stream for approximately the first four years. He also 
explained that the TIF was designed to ‘shelter’ the new valuation in the TIF from 
impacting overall Town value in order to avoid major reductions in state aid to 
education.  
Whole Oceans President Jason Mitchell addressed the Council in regard to the 
company’s current plans. They planned to submit their Site Location of Development 
Application the State DEP next week, and will file a local development application within 
a week of that.  
Councilor Carmichael asked about other investments of Emergent Holdings and Mr. 
Mitchell outlined the company plans to acquire a Canadian firm that currently has a RAS 
facility. He also indicated that the company was considering west coast development in 
the United States. He stated that there should be 50-75 jobs in the first phase of the 
project.  
The first phase is to construct a facility capable of raising 5,000 metric tons of salmon 
annually. There will also be indirect jobs created by this development for businesses that 
will be its suppliers.  
 
Infrastructure Committee Discussion Items: 

4. Request by M. Hawes to connect project to Silver Lake Trails – The Town Manager 
presented a request from Mike Hawes to connect the Silver Lake Trail that abuts his 
property to his property with the installation of an access from his property to the current 
trail. Mr. Hawes would be responsible for constructing the access and maintaining it, 
and understands that it would allow people access to his property. It was the consensus 
of the Council to support this request. The Town Manager will meet with Mr. Hawes to 
work out an agreement that can be put on an upcoming Council agenda. 



5. Request to purchase Paul Winters Heirs Lot (tax acquired) – Map 8 Lot 21(by 
abuttor) – Item removed from the agenda – information not ready. 
 

6. Request for more cigarette disposal receptacles on Main Street – Resident Don White 
addressed the committee about the problem of cigarette butts being dropped in the Main 
Street area. He suggested that the Town consider installing cigarette disposal containers 
on Main Street and/or signage to provide people a way to dispose of them. David Weeda 
indicated that there should be receptacles on the waterfront as well.  
 
The Town Manager suggested that local Main Street business owners be polled about 
this idea. There is the potential that the location of these containers could become a 
‘smoking area’ in front of local businesses.  
 
It was the consensus of the committee for the Town Manager to survey local businesses to 
get their reaction to the idea of cigarette disposal containers on Main Street and report 
back to the Council. 
 
 

7. Adjournment 
Motion by Councilor Gauvin, seconded by Councilor Bissonnette to adjourn at 6:47 p.m. 
Vote 7-0. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Susan Lessard, Town Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


