  REGULATORY REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING
6:30 P.M., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – BUCKSPORT TOWN OFFICE


MINUTES


1. Call meeting to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Chairman Eastman.
2. Roll call – Members present: Mark Eastman, Dan Ormsby – other Councilors in attendance: Mayor Peter Stewart, Paul Bissonnette, Paul Gauvin, Robert Carmichael, Jr.
3. Council Rules 
a. Proposed process for appointing interim councilors
b. Proposed rule for swearing in of councilors elected to serve unexpired terms
Councilors Carmichael and Gauvin did not think that it was appropriate to use the results of a prior election for appointment to a Council vacancy. They stated that the Council should be able to appoint whoever they chose. They also expressed concerns about people being appointed who may run for election at the next election because they felt that gave that candidate an unfair advantage.
Councilor Ormsby is in favor of using the immediate prior election as an ‘automatic’ way of filling a vacancy since the ‘runner up’ in a prior election had gone through the process of gathering signatures and been on the ballot.
Councilor Eastman suggested that the current language requiring appointment of an interim unless within 60 days of an election to 90 days of an election. He also suggested that the Council should not appoint a person who had resigned during that year.
Mayor Stewart believes that anyone who runs for Town Council is trying to do the right thing and has the best interest of the Town at heart. 
Councilor Bissonnette is concerned that without the provision that appoints the runner up in the prior election that there could be the perception that the Council is only interested in seating someone ‘like-minded’ on the Council. 
Resident Paul Rabs stated that he is looking for consistency since last year he was not allowed to be appointed to fill a vacancy because he was considering running for office in the next election, and this year the Council initially was going to appoint someone for the vacancy who already was running for election.
Resident Bruce Clement believes that the person elected to fill an unexpired term should be seated at the meeting immediately after the election and that the person appointed should be the ‘runner up’ from the most recent council election. 
Resident Jim Morrison read from information showing the Paul Gauvin & Robert Carmichael had been seated immediately following elections to fill an unexpired term.
This item will appear on the next Committee Agenda for further discussion.
4. Adjournment – Motion by Councilor Ormsby, seconded by Councilor Eastman to adjourn at 7 p.m. Vote: 2-0.
Respectfully submitted,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Susan Lessard
Town Manager
