  REGULATORY REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING
5:30 P.M., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – BUCKSPORT TOWN OFFICE


MINUTES
1. Call meeting to order – The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m. by Mayor Peter Stewart who was standing in for Chairman Eastman.
2. Roll call – Members present: Peter Steward, Dan Ormsby. Members absent: Mark Eastman. Also attending, Paul Bissonnette, Robert Carmichael, Jr.
3. Request for abatement of property tax interest – The Town Manager presented a request by resident Jane Cirillo that interest paid on her properties since a payment arrangement was made due to her illness be applied to principal. Ms. Cirillo had been in a long term arrangement begun back when a former town manager was in office and serious illness had caused her to be behind on taxes. The Committee discussed the fact that such requests would be considered on a case-by-case basis and that the Town Manager should prepare a form that documents interest arrangements made with taxpayers so that there is a record of what has occurred. It was the consensus of the Committee to allow the Town Manager to credit interest paid to principal owed for Ms. Cirillos tax accounts. 
4. Council Rules – continued discussion – Committee members and other attending Council members discussed items related to the filling of vacancies in Council terms. Those in attendance agreed that changing the number of days before an election from 60 – 90 for not filling a vacancy would eliminate the option of the appointment of someone running for office because there would be no declared candidates at that time. 

The second issue related to a process for who would be appointed to council vacancies. Councilor Ormsby advocated for a process that first ‘looked back’ at the last regular council election and gave the option for filling the term to the first ‘runner up’ in that election. In the event that he/she was not interested, then the Council process would be by nomination of Councilors.

Councilor Carmichael favored a process that was simply by nomination of Councilors and not by considering prior election results.

It was the consensus of the Committee and those present for the Town Manager to prepare two separate proposals reflecting these two options for the full Council to vote on at the next Council meeting.
5. Adjournment
Motion by Councilor Ormsby, seconded by Mayor Steward to adjourn at 6:10 p.m. Vote 2-0.

		Respectfully submitted,

		Susan Lessard
[bookmark: _GoBack]			Town Manager
