
BUCKSPORT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  
7:00 P.M., THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS – BUCKSPORT TOWN OFFICE 
Minutes 

1. Call Meeting To Order 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Stewart at 7 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call  - Members attending: Peter Stewart, Mark Eastman, Jim Morrison, Dan Ormsby, Ed 
Rankin, Jr., Kathy Downes, Paul Bissonnette 

3. Presentation of any Town Council Recognitions - None 
4. Consider minutes of previous meetings  

a. Town Council Minutes 01/09/2020     
Motion by Dan Ormsby, seconded by Mark Eastman to approve. Vote: 7-0 

5. Receive and Review Correspondence 
a. Verona Police Call 12-30-19 
b. Downeast Transportation Ridership Report – December 2019 

6. Ordinances to Consider/Introduce  - None 
7. Discussion Items (Manager Clarification and Direction, or Council Discussion and/or Input on Issues) 

a. Pool Update – Pool Committee member Paul Bissonnette reported that the Committee had 
met on January 17th with the pool engineer and that there should be cost estimates and 
options for the project by the end of January or early February. The goal is still to have a 
pool operational by July 1, 2020. 

b. Committee Assignments – Mayor Stewart made the following Committee assignments:  
Regulatory Review Committee: Dan Ormsby, Mark Eastman, Jim Morrison 
Finance Committee: Dan Ormsby, Paul Bissonnette, Kathy Downes 
Infrastructure & Property Committee: Paul Bissonnette, Mark Eastman, Ed Rankin, Jr. 
Services Committee: Dan Ormsby, Jim Morrison, Ed Rankin, Jr. 
Economic Development Committee: Mark Eastman, Kathy Downes, Jim Morrison 

c. Services Committee Report – 1-23-20 Meeting – Dan Ormsby reported that the Committee 
had begun work on plans to look at ways that the Town could help residents connect to 
housing rehab programs that are available, and to look at establishing a volunteer network to 
assist residents with smaller home repair needs. The Town Manager will be preparing a letter 
to go out to residents seeking information on the scope of need that exists in these areas. She 
will also get information from the insurance company on liability issues that may be created 
by volunteer programs. Jim Morrison will research other programs already in existence and 
the Committee will meet again at 6 p.m. on Thursday, March 12th. 

d. Solar Committee Report – 1-23-20 Meeting – This meeting will not be held until January 30th 
at 5 p.m. 

e. Cemetery Committee Report 1-22-20 Meeting – Kathy Downes reported that the Cemetery 
Committee had met on January 22nd to discuss the Old Methodist cemetery located on private 
property on River Road. Tim Emery and Henry Bourgon were members of the Committee but 
have informed the Town that they no longer wish to serve. Resident Chris Johnson attended 
the meeting and indicated that he would like to be a member of the committee. Kerri 
Zimmerman, a representative of the Daughters of the American Revolution also attended the 
meeting. Committee members are each taking on tasks to gather more information on the site 
and its history and the next meeting will be at the Town Office on February 12th at 1 p.m. 
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8. Agenda Items  

a. Resolve 2020-37 to approve Budget Workshop Schedule for 2020-2021 Budget 
Motion by Dan Ormsby seconded by Kathy Downes to approve.  Vote: 7 to 0. 

b. Resolve 2020-38 to approve sewer commitment for October 1, 2019 through December 31, 
2019 
Motion by Dan Ormsby seconded by Ed Rankin, Jr. to approve. Vote 7 to 0. 

c. Resolve 2020-39 to approve purchase of 100 chairs for the public safety building with the use 
of up to $3500 from Public Safety Reserve 
Motion by Mark Eastman seconded by Paul Bissonnette to approve. Vote 7 – 0. 

9.  Resignations, Appointments, Assignments, and Elections  
a. Appointment to Economic Development Committee – Robert Carmichael, Jr. 

Motion by Mark Eastman seconded by Paul Bissonnette to appoint. Vote 7 to 0.  
Councilor Morrison noted that the Services Committee is supposed to review appointments 
prior to the Council taking action. The Town Manager responded that the Council had been 
taking direct action on appointments since the Committee structure was changed but that 
Services was the Committee that was supposed to review appointments. Economic & 
Community Development Director Rich Rotella stated that he had asked for the appointment 
because of the difficulty in getting a quorum for meetings since some members had not been 
attending and there is a meeting coming up on Monday night. It was the consensus of the 
Council to move forward with this appointment but for all future appointments to go through 
the Services Committee. 

10.   Approval of Quit Claims, Discharges, and Deeds - None 
11.   Town Manager Report – The Town Manager’s report is attached hereto and made a part of the 

       minutes. 
12. Set Public Hearings, and/or Hold Public Hearings and Approval of any Licenses or Permits   

a. Amendment to Town Code, Chapter 12 Traffic & Safety, Section 12 (1)(M)Marina Parking 
Lot Use to limit parking to Marina users only from June 1st through September 30th with the 
exception of four spaces marked for public parking, including one handicapped space 
The Public Hearing was opened by Mayor Stewart. Harbormaster/Marina Manager Michael 
Ormsby noted that the four spaces identified would actually result in three parking places due 
to the fact that the handicapped access space required an empty space next to it. Public Safety 
Director Geagan asked that the Marina come up with a decal system so that the Police 
Department would have a way to determine if parking violations occurred. Councilor Rankin 
asked that the Marina encourage patrons who might be going away for several days to 
consider putting their vehicle in a parking lot away from the Marina to help free up space. 
The marina manager agreed to do so but indicated that many marina patrons like the security 
provided by the camera system and facility personnel being there seven days a week.  Mayor 
Stewart closed the public hearing. Motion by Dan Ormsby, seconded by Kathy Downes to 
approve the amendments as presented. Vote 7 – 0. 

13. Discussion of Items Not on the Agenda for Council and Public 
   Resident Paul Rabs addressed the council about several topics. First was the possibility of 
reviewing the Memorandums of Understanding with abutting towns over the requirement that the 
Public Safety Director prepare a report to each town when Bucksport is called to cross town 
borders by other police agencies. Other items included the possibility of a property tax rebate for 
senior citizens, and concerns over the tax impact of major projects including the road bond 
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project, the swimming pool project, and the Broadway Extension project. He also expressed 
support for the Council looking to change its employee health insurance coverage consistent 
with the proposal given by Carl McNally at an earlier Committee meeting as a way of saving 
money but still providing good health insurance coverage for employees.  
 
Economic & Community Development Director Rich Rotella reported that there is an Economic 
Development Committee meeting on Monday, January 27th. 

14. Upcoming Public Hearings, Designation of Topics for Committee Assignment, and Scheduling 
of Committee Meetings 

a. Finance Committee Meeting – February 27, 2020 6 p.m. – Investments Update 
b. Services Committee Meeting – March 12, 2020 at 6 p.m. 

15. Adjournment 
Motion by Dan Ormsby seconded by Mark Eastman to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. Vote: 7 to 0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susan Lessard 
Town Manager 
 
 


